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Principal 
migration turn 
model for rural 
areas 
depending on 
their economic 
and social 
restructuring
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Differential 
urbanization model. 
Source: Geyer & 
Kontuly 1993. 

Nordic
state

http://nordregio.or
g/wp-
content/uploads/2
022/03/State-of-
the-Nordic-Region-
2022.pdf

https://www.espon
.eu/european-rural-
policy-at-crossroads
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Estonian FUR
& peripheries
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Estonian 
employment 
structure by 
main sectors 
and total 
employment 
1989-2021.  
1989=100%. 
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Export dynamics of Estonian NUTS 3 regions and Tallinn 
2014-2020.  2014=100%.
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Urbanization –
not
everywhere
the same
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Change in the share of population by type of regions (TL3), 
2000-19

Source : OECD 2020

Population change

2000-2019
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Population change
in Europe
2001-2011, LAU2

British cities
are loosing
native
population
replaced by 
immigrants. 
International 
and internal
migration
flows 2007-
2012 in the
UK.   
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Therefore, do 
not trust linear
forecast’s! 
Long term 
migration flows
probably do 
not continue.  
Quite a number 
of workers will
return to their
home
countries.

CEE countries are catching up economically –
people will return to their homes
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Population change
2017. Migration
reversal has
started in several
wealthier CEE 
countries. 

Population change in Estonian counties 2015-21 & 
main country indicators (small figure. 
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By 2030, 
nearly 24% of 
the 
population in 
the European 
Union is 
expected to 
be aged 65 or 
older. 

Young move to the cities. 
Elderly to the opposite.  
Population change of youth and work leavers
in Estonia 2000-2011. Census data. 

Youth migration rate in Estonian municipalities 2000-2011 

Work leavers migration rate in Estonian municipalities 2000-2011 
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Climate change
and shift to
green energy
production will
create new
industrial and 
population
geography

We’re facing global economic recession prior 
to the Green energy growth period
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Carbon foorprint is the largest in the
commuting zones of megacities

Windmills
and solar
panels
(small
figure) 
installed 
global
capacity
(GW)
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Where to produce green energy here?
Centre of Tokyo

Plenty of space and biomass available
in SE-Estonia, Sõmerpalu
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COVID19 –
Catalyst of digital
breakthrough
and spatial
deconcentration
proceses

Change in electricity
consumption by ZIP-
code in March 2020. 
Small figure reflects
the same data using
hot spot analysis.

27

28



21.04.2022

Share of distance workers in European countries (%), 2019

Source: Eurostat
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Broadband access of households (%) in Estonian NUTS 3 regions. 
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The red dotted line 
indicates the Estonian 
average (91,7%) in 

Dictance workers in Estonian counties 2019 
and 2020 second quarter

Source: Estonian Statistics 2020
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Prices for the peripheral real estate grew in 2020 
Change of m2 prices June 2019 – June 2020.

Housing 
vacancy based 
on electricity 
consumption 
2019 and 
occupancy 
(fulfilment/
emptying) 
trajectory 
based on 
population 
register (2013-
2020) of 
Estonian 
towns and 
villages 
(except less 
than 5 
inhabitants’ 
units). 
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