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Alternative colors for the future of rural and peripheral 
areas (inspired by Halfacree 2007)

Gold green (super-productionist countryside)
Bio-economy: sustainable growth, ‘triple bottom line’

Silver green (consuming rural idyll)
Aging: turning rural centers into retirement communities?

Smart/neon green (effaced rurality)
Polycentric: based on innovation and diversity in using residential and local 
welfare state resources sustainably?

Deep/ever green (radical visions)
Degrowth: local/organic food, green care, multi-functional farm, permaculture, 
ecovillage, new co-operative, economies of commons, re-cycling, local money …
… more colors: blue green, …
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Super-productionist countryside (“gold green”)

• “This vision re-states the spatiality of productivism in a 
more explicit form, shorn of its moral dimension. The 
capitalist ‘logic’ of abstract space is fully released with 
this productivism in posse. An emergent super-
productivism is apparent in the practices of agribusiness, 
the genetic modification of plants and animals, and 
biotechnology generally. Formal representations position 
land solely as a productive resource linked to profit 
maximisation and agriculture as just another area ripe for 
neo-liberal reform under the World Trade Organisation
(Potter and Tilzey, 2005). ‘Nature’ is very much seen as 
‘an accumulation strategy’ (Katz, 1998; see Goodman and 
Redclift, 1991). Indeed, such is the physical impact of 
super-productivism— its ‘monoscape’ of sameness 
(Pretty, 2002)—that everyday lived rurality has little 
scope to diverge from the representation.” (Halfacree
2007, 131)

• New forms of bio-economy, (decentralized) 
renewable energy production,, waste management 
as resource for new production …

• Forest-based energy- and climate policy  
(increasing the cuttings: 66 mil. m3  80 mil.
m3) (in Finland)

old new

short-term
products

long-term
products
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Consuming rural idyll (“silver green”)

• “In direct opposition to super-productivism’s spatiality, 
this vision takes and develops the erstwhile moderating 
element of the old productivist representation, namely its 
moral angle as expressed most strongly through pastoral 
ideas of ‘community’ (Murdoch and Day, 1998). Here, a 
rural locality may have an agricultural backdrop but its 
key spatial practices are consumption-orientated: leisure, 
residence, counter-urbanisation, dwelling, contemplation. 
The formal representation tends to be some version of the 
rural idyll (Halfacree, 2003b). However, unlike super-
productivism, the extent to which everyday lives in the 
rural conform to this spatial imagination vary, reflected, 
for example, in ‘local’ versus ‘newcomer’ disputes to 
battles within the planning arena over what are ‘suitable’ 
developments in rural locations (e.g. Murdoch and 
Marsden, 1994).” Halfacree 2007, 131)

• New sources of income related to leisure and 
recreation, services for elderly, second homeowners 
and other ‘invisible’ rural people, multi-place living 
…

• Successful aging (1960’s)
• Productive aging (1980’s)
• Active aging (1990’s)
• aged workers (55-), senior-aged (65-), elderly (85-)
• silver economy (EU’s strategy reports 2017a & 2017b), 

free-aged, conceptual renewal of dignified elderly (cf. 
the post-WWII baby-boom generation that invented the new era of youth 
and youth culture, will retire and probably reinvent consumer-driven 
sub-cultures of old age)

• aged people as … multi-place residents                   
… part-time workers/entrepreneurs                                        
… consumers                                        
… citizens

• age-friendly environments 
– accessibility – care/luxury – home services/service-homes  -

recreation – digital services
• age-skillful enterprises (Jämsén & Kukkonen 2017)
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Effaced rurality (“smart/neon green”)

• “Many argue that the rural has, in effect, been 
effaced by the geographical development of 
capitalism; as Hoggart (1990) memorably put it, 
‘Let’s do away with rural’. Thus, erstwhile rural 
places are dominated by distinctly non-rural 
spatialities, leaving rural space only as a ghostly 
presence, experienced through folk memory, 
nostalgia, hearsay, etc. Here, locality, formal 
representations and daily lives have little 
significant ‘rural’ content and we must always look 
beyond rural space to understand such ‘rural’ 
places.”  (Halfacree 2007, 131)

• Small rural town (municipal center/church 
village) as a mixture of i) car-dependent 
settlement, ii) shrinking services and iii) 
elements of garden city …
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Radical visions (“deep green”)

• “The previous three species of post-productivism, although 
seemingly contradictory at first sight, nevertheless may be unified at 
the meta level through their basis in capitalist spatial involution. In 
contrast, what I’m calling‘ radical visions’ strive for the production 
of a truly different form of rural space. Consideration of such visions 
not only extends the scope of rural possibilities but also raises key 
issues concerning the ideological underpinnings of the other species 
of rural space ‘on the table’ today. Radical visions imagine produced 
rather than induced difference: they seek to ‘shatter’ the ‘system’ 
(Lefebvre, 1991 [1974], p. 372) and take rural development in a 
fundamentally different direction to that which dominates today. 
Specifically, a radical rural is not ‘internally acceptable’ (Lefebvre, 
1991 [1974], p. 396) to the spatial ‘logic’ of capitalism in its rural 
setting. On the ground, in its trial by space, it will feature centrally 
a struggle between this drive for produced difference and the 
gravitational pull of dominant spatialities towards the ultimate 
conformity of a reduced difference. It is to one sub-species of ‘radical 
ruralities’, which as an overall category have been neglected to date 
in discussions of emerging rural spatialities, which we turn for the 
rest of this paper.” (Halfacree 2007, 131)

• Local/organic food production, green care, multi-functional 
farm, permaculture, ecovillage, co-operatives, new forms of 
economies of commons/re-cycling/local money etc. …

Green care as border object (cf. Soini
2014)
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Measuring … 
Interpreting … 
Imagining … 
the rural 
space
(& community 
development)

(Halfacree 2007)



The leg of ridgeway and railway full of culture 



Fish as blue green future for Kerimäki



New life for village school, municipal house 
and entire local community in Savonranta?



will answer the essential questions as follows:
LEADING MOTIVE: Why the municipality exist?
VISION: What kind of municipality we want to be?
VALUES: How we act? Which functions guide our work?
POWER POINTS: Where is our focus?
OBJECTIVES: What are our strategic goals?



Everyone 
moves in
emotional  
Enonkoski



Success and resilience in a 
remote village of Oravi
SaimaaHoliday Oravi
Enterprise cluster:
• Saimaan Eräpalvelu Oravi

Oy, järviluontoaktiviteetteja 
vuodesta 1997

• Oravin kyläkauppa Oy, 
kiinteistöyhtiö 

• Oravi Lake Center Oy, 
kauppa ja ravintola vuodesta 
2013

• Loma-Oravi Oy, 17 huvilaa, 
rakennettu 2003-2014

• PV-group, Oravi Apartments
hotelli, rakennettu 2008



How the 
vision of 
Kitee
centre
have 
changed  
over the 
recent
years 
2015-
2022?



Measuring smart shrinking within the 
economies of iceberg (cf. Gibson-Graham 2006)

Alternative approaches for estimating (economic) 
development/change:

• statistical indicators
• Certainties at the level of large numbers 

and averages
• GNP, HDI …

• single success stories (and failures)
• Options for understanding the 

mechanisms of change and innovation 
processes

• Uniqueness versus general lessons
• views from the bottom

• Less developed areas / poor people as 
critical determinants of ”real” 
development

• e.g., absolute change of income at the 
lowest deciles of distribution  
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