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Introduction

Research questions

• What are the drivers of the shrinkage in 
Daugavpils?

• What are the impacts of shrinking on 
lives of young adults in Daugavpils?

• What are the reasons behind the 
out-migration of young adults?

• What are the responses, both already 
implemented and possible ones, to the 
out-migration of young adults?

Urban shrinkage and drivers of 
shrinkage in Daugavpils

Heuristic model of 
urban shrinkage



Drivers of shrinkage in Daugavpils



Drivers of 
shrinkage in 
Daugavpils



Data Sources

Conducted 14 total interviews (25 interviewees) in 
7 categories of varying length and formality:

1. Pensioner (1)

2. Daugavpils Fortress (3)

3. Local Entrepreneurs (3)

4. Innovation Centre of Daugavpils (4)

5. Local Employees (5)

6. Youth Experts (2)

7. Students (7)



Interview 
locations



Ethnographic
Observations



Public spaces in downtown
Playground at the city centre

• Tidy, well maintained
• Many parks, playgrounds, gardens
• Very few cyclists
• Many shopping possibilities

Pedestrian infrastructure above the railways Public Music Park



Apartment house areas 
and suburbs

Apartment houses in Jaunā Forštate

• Soviet style buildings
• Lack of bicycle paths
• Gravel roads and asphalt
• No cafes, event spaces
• Worse quality pedestrian 

paths



Public transport

A tram in Daugavpils

Timetable for tram nr3 to the Fortress

Tram ticket for one ride (0,70eur)



Sport facilities

Some of the community sport spaces



Concerts

Metal folk band Varan Nord concert at the fortress

Picture: Varan Nord FB page
Band "bet bet" concert at the Daugavpils Culture Palace

Picture: Ticket with the signatures



Daugavpils Fortress

Vili and Venla at the Mark Rothko art center Flea market A building at the fortress



 Data Analysis



Interviews –
Key Takeaways

• There are not enough job opportunities for young
people in the city, especially ones that match the skills and 
experience of the young people.

• There are not enough activities oriented towards young 
people, especially in the winter.

• There seems to be a gap between the group of young 
people who go after opportunities, and the ones who see 
Daugavpils as a place without opportunity.

• Older generation find Daugavpils an interesting city with 
many opportunities.



Student 
Focus Group

• Most plan to leave Daugavpils 
after studies

• Lack of jobs and activities

• Language separation

Dormitories of Daugavpils University, monthly rent 45eur



 Data Interpretations

1. "Bring back the cinema!"

2. Developing positive city image

3. Missing a “well-developed institutional system 
supporting entrepreneurship”

4. A lack of pride among young individuals

5. A lack of soft skills among young individuals

Daugavpils logo since 2015

Former cinemas in Daugavpils



Conclusions

• Drivers for Daugavpils’ shrinking can be explained by 
historical and geopolitical reasons

• Impact of the Soviet Union: the transition of Daugavpils 
from a planned to market-led economy led to factory 
closures, increased unemployment and massive job-
seeking emigration in 1990s (Pociūtė-Sereikienė 2020)

• The two major reasons detected in the study for out-
migration of young people from Daugavpils are the lack 
of job opportunities and the lack of activities

• Responses for out-migration of young adults have not 
been implemented in Daugavpils to the extent needed

Former Daugavpils chemical fiber factory



Conclusions

The paradigm change from 
exclusive decision-making and 

development planning to 
inclusive and participatory one

The paradigm change from 
growth-oriented thinking to 

smart shrinking 



Feedback

• Daugavpils – a great city for a case study

• Responsability and attachment towards the 
place grows within days

• More days at the case study place would be 
beneficial 

• Best group ever

Street art at the fortress



Thank you for 
your attention!
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