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Community Resilience

Community resilience is 
‘the ability of a community to cope and 
adjust to stresses caused by social, 
political, and environmental change
and to engage community resources to 
overcome adversity and take advantage 
of opportunities in response to change’ 
(Amundsen, 2012, p. 46)
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Resiliene of whom to what?





Resilience
Community resilience is 
‘the ability of a community to cope and adjust to 
stresses caused by social, political, and 
environmental change and to engage 
community resources to overcome adversity 
and take advantage of opportunities in response
to change’ 
(Amundsen, 2012, p. 46)
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ADJUSTING & ADOPTING
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Path dependency

Path dependence is characterised by 
technology and process related 
decisions made in the past that 
influence later choices of method, 
designs, and practices . Furthermore, 
“…it does not mean a rigid sequence 
determined by technology and the 
past, but a road map in which an 
established direction leads more 
easily one way than another – and 
wholesale reversals are difficult. This 
logic applies to industrial locations as 
well.” (Martin & Sunley, 2010, p. 62)
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Lock- In

Lock-ins appear in old industrial branches, “in 
which initial strengths based on geography and 
networks, such as industrial atmosphere, highly 
specialized infrastructure, close inter-firm 
relations and strong support by regional 
institutions, turned into barriers to innovation” 
(Hassink, 2010, p. 450).
(…)
Lock-ins are thus the adverse result of 
undiversified local and regional economies and 
relate to the over-embeddedness and structural 
change. This comes with a rigidity to changes 
and a hesitance towards adjustments, 
modifications and new technologies.



Lock- In

Functional Lock Ins…
…appear in declining industrial areas with 
strict hierarchical networks and ossified 

leaders. The crusted structures hinder the 
shift to alternative development path 

Political Lock Ins…
…thick institutional tissues aiming at 

preserving existing traditional industrial 
structures and therefore unnecessarily 

slowing down industrial restructuring and 
indirectly hampering the development of 

indigenous potential and creativity 
(Hassink, 2010, p. 453).

Cognitive Lock Ins…
…are processes in which “world views and 
strategies tend to be homogenous in the 

sense that hinders innovative imagination” 
(Underthun et al., 2014, p. 122)

Organizational Lock Ins…
…are linked to cognitive lock-ins and the 
overreliance on local networks and ties, 

but also to institutional inertia.



Assessing resilience



Assessing resilience
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How to adjust to structural changes?

• diversification into new but related industries
• adaptive restructuring

Minor 
reorientation

• diversification into unrelated/novel industries
• deep restructuring

Major 
reorientation 

• upgrading existing industries to make the 
community more competitiveRenewal
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Minor reorientation (...)



Major reorientation (smart specialization)



Renewal 
(new dependencies or the question of scale)


