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Case Study Site Location:

SKAGASTROND
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Population statistics

e Population has been dependent on the fishing industry through the years

e Peak population 690 (1994)
e Now population 457 (2024)

Net migration and growth 1991-2022

19911993 19951997 19992001 2003 2005 2007 20092011 20132015 20172019 2021

e N et migration — eNet growth

800

700

600

500

400

300

200

100

1910
1915
1920
1925
1930
1935
1940
1945
1950
1955
1960
1965
1970
1975
1980
1985
1990
1995
2000
2005
2010
2015
2020

Population of Skagastrond 1910-2024



Population structure

e Outmigration
e Less children, less students in school (120 to 64)

e Increase of children in kindergarten last years
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Theoretical perspective

SMART SHRINKAGE IN RURAL COMMUNITIES PLACE ATTACHMENT
e Shifting focus from growth models to the life quality of remaining * Used to describe emotional bonding to a place.
residents;

e To better understand, can be devided into three parts: the person, the place

o and the process of forming attachment (Scannel and Gifford, 2009)
e Encourages a more nuanced and context-specific approach to

ing shrinkage; : :
fAnAging SUHnLase; e Can focus on social and/or physical aspects of place attachment.
e Hard for municipalities to accept the actual situation of shrinking
and addapting to a new model, as growth equals hope for the town

SOCIAL RESILIENCE

e When challenged with various social, economic or environmental
problems, the community can withstand them collectively and “return to a
state where a given function can be maintained” (Forbes et.al., 2009)

e Strong social ties and networks within a community are critical for
resilience.



Research Questions

1. How do long-term residents and newcomers feel about the present state of

Skagastrond?
2. What is their outlook on the town’s future in terms of social structures,

population density, economic development, and cultural identity?




Methodology

Data collection methods include
the following:

1. Media Analysis

2. Unstructured Interviews
3. Informal Interviews

4. Observational Analysis

5. Place Attachment Mapping &
Services Mapping




Media Analysis

The Skagastrond municipality is one of the municipalities of the
year 2023 Open a hotel in an old herring factory

Jjarki Sigurdsson writes @ April 6, 2023 10:51 am

The population of Skagastrond is increasing, but it is happening slowly. A woman who

moved to the place three years ago says that the place 1s peaceful and the nature around News | | | ey 20|
The number of apartments will be

the village is wonderful. Children are admitted to kindergarten at nine months of age . .
increased on Skagastrond

and there 1s no waiting list.

Closure of Olis on Skagastrond: People
losing cards from the deck

Magnus Hlynur Hreidarsson writes ® November 20,2022 09:30 Atli [sleifsson writes  © July 8, 2022 2:30 p.m

Culture flourishes on Skagastrond

The local council of Skagastrandar 1s anything but satistied with the proposals for

merger plans at the local council level and has sent out a strict protocol on the matter



Informal Interviews,
Unstructured Interviews,
and Impromptu Conversations

e A total of 34 Interviews were
conducted by the research team in an
attempt to gather as much
information as possible about the
town in a short window of time.

e Interviews were unstructured,
informal, or conversational to avoid
bias and to foster a relaxed setting.

o 7 Interviews were prepared in
advance of our arrival in
Skagastrond.

e Snowball sampling method applied
to the research.




Limitations

e Time constraints;
e Some of important places of gathering not open;
e Case study during holidays;

e Language barrier and not getting a hold of important actors.

Subjectivity and bias!




Observational Analysis
Process & Results:




Interview & Conversation
Results

e Quality and quantity of services

e Social wellbeing

e Sense of community

e Opportunities

e Relationships to neighbouring towns
e Municipal independence
e Physical wellbeing

e Innovation w=

e Creative outlets "
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Mapping Results
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Discussion and
conclusion

e Services, social well being and sense of community were highly discussed topics from
varying perspectives.

e Contentment with services provided by the town.

e Acceptance of the reality that you may have to travel for some necessities and
cultural or recreational entertainment.

e Not everyone in the community is against the merger.






