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Geographical location

* Central portion of the region of
Kainuu

i~ Suomussalmi

* Administrative centre - village of
Hyrynsalmi

 There are 15 villages located in the
Hyrynsalmi municipality \\ o

* The nearest city to Hyrynsalmi is the
provincial centre of Kajaani e

=

* Most of the municipality is covered
by forests, but also lakes, bogs and

agricultural land
Fig. 1. Map of the location of the municipality of Hyrynsalmi



Demography

The population has kept
declining for decades: from
4201 in 1987 to 1996 in 2025

The population is concentrated
mainly in the municipal center

The share of  elderly
people makes nearly half of the
population

Uneven gender distribution:
more females in almost every
age group
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Fig. 2 and 3. Maps of the population in Hyrynsalmi
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Socio-economic challenges

Environmental challenges

Limited job
opportunities

Dependency on tourism
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reduced - Puolanka is an exception in

Hyrynsalmi health center is closed in
Kainuu

July, services in Suomussalmi are

Local news

Services Desertification

Well-being and health Education Infrastructure Diitalisation
anking

Road network
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Heil Olemme opiskelijaryhma Itd-Suomen yliopistosta
ja teemme tutkimusta hyrynsalmelaisten
hyvinvoinnista. Haluaisimme kuulla sinun mielipiteesi!

N Olemme koonneet lyhyen kyselyn saadaksemme

7
lisdtietoa ajatuksistasi, mielipiteistési ja
MethOds u sed kokemuksistasi.
fO r d ata Jos olet kiinnostunut osallistumaan, paaset kyselyyn

alla olevasta linkista. Kysely on avoinna 21.

gatheri ng toukokuuta asti.

\. J Skannaa koodi
osallistuaksesi kyselyyn!

Online
survey

. a Juho Moisio
— Interviews e
Hei! Olemme opiskelijoita Itd-Suomen Yliopistosta, ja tutkimme parhaillamme Hyrynsalmea ja
kunnan asukkaiden hyvinvointia. Olisimme kiinnostuneita kuulemaan mielipiteenne aiheesta.
\. J Olemme valmistelleet lyhyen kyselyn saadaksemme lisda tietoa ajatuksistanne, nakemyksistanne ja
kokemuksistanne Hyrynsalmella. Jos olet kiinnostunut osallistumaan, |6ydat kyselyn alta.

Jos sinulla on kysyttavaa kyselyyn liittyen, ota rohkeasti yhteytta. Kiitdmme osallistumisestanne
kyselyyn!

Observa‘uons See translation

FORMS.CLOUD.MICROSOFT
forms.cloud.microsoft




Survey results

58 responses (69% women), 3% of registered population.
62% are 55 years-old or younger (half of the population is 64 or older).
66% live permanently in the municipality, most of the others have second-homes or family.

43% had a strong sense of belonging to Hyrynsalmi, 20% "disagree".

What kind of activities, events, or organizations would you like
to see more of in Hyrynsalmi?

@ Art(eg. galleries, workshops, street art) 9 ]
Culture (eg. museums, exhibitions, music

® concerts) 20

@ [Ports (ce competitions, practices, Sport g |
facilities)

@ Education (eg workshops, training, 26 I
proffesional development opportunities)

@ Recreation (eg. organised activities in >s
nature, walking groups, clubs)

@ Food (eg. bars, restaurants, cafés, local 34 |
markets)

® Community (eg. parades, celebrations, 14 I
volunteering activities)

b Other (please specify) 8

® Prefer not to answer 2 .

0 10 20 30 40

Figure 14: Survey respondents’ preferred activities



When you think about "well-being" in Hyrynsalmi, what comes to your mind? What are the biggest challenges of living in Hyrynsalmi?

Nature / outdoors Lack of services

Good and accessible services Long distances

Recreation Bad community spirit

Community spirit Lack of recreational
opportunities
Sports
Lack of jobs
Safety
Ageing population
Jobs
Wind power

Family development

Too small

Most commonly mentioned as missing or What would you change to make life in Hyrynsalmi more fulfilling?
hardly-accessible services A "faceit" of the tomn

" . Community atmosphere
Winter / road service ty P

11,1%

Education

5,6% Health
33,3%

More jobs
Supporting families
Stop wind development

Better sport facilities
Continuity in healthcare
Protecting nature

More recreation opportunities
Increasing population

Better services

ShOpS A decent bar
27,8% Better housing
Education opportunities

Maintaining good schools

Banking
16,7%

Administrative
5,6%

Regional marketing




Main Street Revitalisation

Municipal priority:
wellbeing

3

Main street
revitalisation

3

Optional housi X
ptional housing Broad community grants,

subsidy N i
applicable to key ideas for
main street (re)development
Business Cultural Education
development development projects

Potential examples: Potential examples: Potential examples:

e Cafes, restaurants, * Community art * Workshops
bars projects = Mentorship
* Services e Community programs
e Care work gardens e Technical training

* Museum /
historical space

Recommendations

Y

-
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|:> Community Living Room

For example: a wide range of
services and activities including a
meeting space for residents and
local association

"Keeping In Touch with Nature"

‘This is my home, not the
property, not the house but this
forest — it healed me’

Preserving nature 1 i
W&/

Vaara-Kainuu Art
National Park
preparatory project

MUSTARINDA

""Becoming one with
the nature"



Conclusions

* Wellbeing in Hyrynsalmi 1s largely understood through nature.

* Lack of services, long distances and bad community spirit were the
biggest challenges according to respondents of the survey.

* Health, banking and shops were seen as the most lacking in
Hyrynsalmi in the survey.

* Among the aspects respondents would want to change the most were
"face-lift" of the municipality, community atmosphere and
poor employment situation

* Revitalization project of the main street: a way to bring locals together.
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